Regular Preterite Verbs 


The preterite tense is used to refer 
to actions that occurred at a fixed 
point in time. 


| called at 1:00. 
Llamé a la una. 


The preterite tense is also used to 
refer to actions in the past that 
were performed a specific number 
of times. 


| called you 
twice. 

Te Ilamé dos 
veces. 


The preterite tense is also used to 
refer to actions that occurred 
during a specific enclosed period 
of time. 


He lived there 
for 5 years. 

El vivió alli por 
cinco años. 


The preterite is also used for 
actions that are part of a chain of 
events. 


| bought a hat, 
sat down ona 
bench and fell 
asleep. 
Compré un 
sombrero, me 
senté en un 
banco y me 
dormi. 


The preterite is also used for 
sudden changes of mood, feelings 
or opinions. 


At that moment, 
| was not afraid. 
En ese 
momento, no 
tuve miedo. 


The preterite is frequently 
associated with phrases that 
pinpoint a particular occasion or 
specific time frame. 


ayer 
yesterday 


ayer por la 
manana 
yesterday 
morning 


ayer por la 
tarde 
yesterday 


afternoon 


anteayer 
the day before 
yesterday 


anoche 
last night 


desde el 
primer 
momento 
from the first 
moment 


después 
afterwards 


durante dos 
siglos 
for two centuries 


el aho pasado 
last year 


el lunes por la 
noche 
Monday night 


el mes pasado 
last month 


el otro dia 
the other day 


en ese 
momento 
at that moment 


entonces 
then 


esta mañana 
this morning 


esta tarde 
this afternoon 


hace dos dias, 
años 

two days, years 
ago 


la semana 
pasada 
last week 


If the action is in the past, and you 
can determine precisely when it 
occurred, or how many times it 
occurred, then you will use the 
preterite. 


Regular forms of the 
preterite are formed 
by adding the 

following endings to 
the stem of the verb: 


-ar 
verbs 


example: 
hablar 


é hablé 
aste hablaste 
ó habló 
amos hablamos 
asteis hablasteis 
aron hablaron 


7 


-er verbs, -ir examples: comer, 
verbs vivir 
comí 
comiste 
comió 
comimos 
comisteis 


ste comieron 


6 
mos 
steis 
eron 


vivi 
viviste 
vivid 
vivimos 
vivisteis 
vivieron 


Preterite Stem Changing Verbs 


-ar and -er verbs that change their 
stem in the present tense do not 
change in the preterite. They are 
conjugated just like other regular 
preterite verbs, using the regular 
endings. 


cerrar 
cerré 
cerraste 
cerró 
cerramos 
cerrasteis 
cerraron 


entender 
entendí 
entendiste 
entendió 
entendimos 
entendisteis 
entendieron 


-ir verbs that change their stem in 
the present tense do change in 
the preterite, but in a different 
way. They change e:i and o:u in 
the third person, singular and 
plural. 


preferir 
preferí 
preferiste 
prefirió 
preferimos 
preferisteis 
prefirieron 


dormir 
dormí 
dormiste 
durmió 
dormimos 


dormisteis 
durmieron 


Preterite Orthographic 
Changing Verbs 


The following changes occur in the 
yo form only: 


Verbs that end in 
-gar change g to 
gu 

Verbs that end in 
-car change c to 
qu 

Verbs that end in 
-zar change z to 
c 


Examples: 


jugué (jugar) 
busqué (buscar) 
almorcé 
(almorzar) 


Here are some examples of 
common verbs in this category: 


jugar 

llegar 
pagar 
rogar 


aparcar 
buscar 
clasificar 
tocar 


almorzar 
comenzar 
empezar 
organizar 


For verbs that end in -aer, -eer, - 
oír, and -oer, the él,/ella/usted 
form uses the ending yó (rather 
than ió) and the third person plural 
uses the ending yeron (rather 
than ieron). The remaining forms 
gain a written accent over the 
letter i. 


Example: creer 


creí 
creíste 
creyó 
creímos 
creísteis 
creyeron 


Other verbs like creer include: 


caer 
leer 
oír 
poseer 


proveer 
roer 


Exceptions to this rule include: 


traer 
atraer 
distraer 


Verbs that end in -uir change in 
the same way, but the written 
accent over the letter i only occurs 
in the yo form. 


Example: huir 


huí 
huiste 
huyó 
huimos 
huisteis 
huyeron 


Other verbs like huir include: 


construir 
contribuir 
destruir 
fluir 
incluir 
influir 


Preterite: ser, ir, dar, hacer 


Many verbs in the preterite are 
irregular and must be memorized. 
There are three very effective 
methods for learning these verbs: 
practice, practice, practice. 


ser ir dar hacer 
fui fui di hice 
fuiste fuiste diste hiciste 
fue fue dio hizo 
fuimos fuimos dimos hicimos 
fuistei fuistei distei hicistei 
S S S S 
fueron fueron dieron hicieron 


Note: This is not a typo; ser and ir 
do have identical conjugations in 
the preterite! 


The Imperfect 


The imperfect tense is used to 
refer to actions in the past that 
occurred repeatedly. 


| used to walk 
every day. 

Yo caminaba 
cada dia. 


The imperfect tense is also used to 
refer to actions in the past that 
occurred over an extended period 
of time. 


| used to eat 
paella 
frequently. 

Yo comia 
frecuentemente 
paella. 


The imperfect tense is also used to 
"set the stage" for an event that 
occurred in the past. 


We were coming 
home when we 
saw Juan. 
Veniamos para 
casa cuando 
vimos a Juan. 


Actions which are not physical, 
that is feelings and mental actions, 
usually use the imperfect tense. 


Juan was feeling 
sick. 

Juan estaba 
enfermo. 


The imperfect is frequently 
associated with phrases that 
describe the frequency of past 
actions. 


a menudo 
often 


a veces 
sometimes 


cada dia 
every day 


cada año 
every year 


con frecuencia 
frequently 


de vez en 
cuando 
from time to 
time 


en aquella 
época 
at that time 


frecuentement 
e 
frequently 


generalmente 
usually 


muchas veces 
many times 


mucho 
a lot 


nunca 
never 


por un rato 
for awhile 


siempre 
always 


tantas veces 
so many times 


todas las 
semanas 
every week 


todos los dias 
every day 


todo el tiempo 
all the time 


varias veces 
several times 


Regular forms of the 


impe 


rfect are formed 


by adding the 
following endings to 


the s 


-ar 
verbs 
aba 
abas 
aba 
abamos 
abais 
aban 


tem of the verb: 


example: 

hablar 
hablaba 
hablabas 
hablaba 
hablábamos 
hablabais 
hablaban 


-er verbs, -ir example: 
verbs vivir 

ía vivía 
ías vivías 
ía vivía 
íamos vivíamos 
fais viviais 
fan vivian 
Only three verbs are 
irregular in the 
imperfect: 

ser ver ir 
era ae iba 
eras z ibas 
era vela iba 
éramos Y©'2™° íbamos 
erais vetais ibais 
eran velän iban 


The Present Subjunctive 


The subjunctive is not a tense; 
rather, it is a mood. Tense refers 
when an action takes place (past, 
present, future), while mood 
merely reflects how the speaker 
feels about the action. The 
subjunctive mood is rarely used in 
English, but it is widely used in 
Spanish. 


Use this verb quizzer to practice 
conjugating verbs in the present 
subjunctive. To learn when to use 
the subjunctive, please refer to the 
appropriate exercises in the 
Grammar Tutorial. 


For most verbs, the present 
subjunctive is formed by following 
these three steps: 


1. Start with the yo form of 
the present indicative. 

2. Then drop the -o ending. 

3. Finally, add the following 
endings: 


-ar verbs: 
-e, -eS, -e, - 
emos, -éis, en 


-er and -ir 
verbs: 

-a, -aS, -a, - 
amos, -ais, -an 


Regular -ar verbs like hablar (yo 
hablo). 


hablo - o = habl 


habl + e = 
hable 

habl + es = 
hables 
habl + e = 
hable 

habl + emos = 
hablemos 
habl + éis = 
habléis 
habl + en = 
hablen 


Regular -er verbs like comer (yo 
como). 


como - 0 = com 


com + a = coma 
com + as = 
comas 

com + a = coma 
com + amos = 
comamos 

com + ais = 
comais 


com + an = 
coman 


Regular -ir verbs like vivir (yo 
vivo). 


vivo - 0 = viv 


viv + a = viva 
viv + as = vivas 
viv + a = viva 
viv + amos = 
vivamos 

viv + ais = 
vivais 

viv + an = vivan 


The formula also works for verbs 
that have irregular "yo" forms in 
the present indicative. Study these 
examples: 


conocer (yo conozco) 
conozco - 0 = conozco 


conozc +a = 
conozca 
conozc + as = 
conozcas 
conozc +a = 
conozca 
conozc + amos 
= conozcamos 
conozc + ais = 
conozcais 
conozc + an = 
conozcan 


tener (yo tengo) 
tengo - o = teng 


teng +a = 
tenga 

teng + as = 
tengas 
teng +a = 
tenga 

teng + amos = 
tengamos 
teng + áis = 
tengáis 
teng + an = 
tengan 


salir (yo salgo) 
salgo - o = salg 


salg + a = salga 
salg + as = 
salgas 

salg + a = salga 
salg + amos = 
salgamos 

salg + áis = 
salgáis 

salg + an = 
salgan 


For -ar and -er stem-changing 
verbs, the formula applies except 


that there is no stem change in the 
nosotros and vosotros forms. 
Study these examples: 


pensar (yo pienso) 
pienso - o = piens 


piens +e = 
piense 
piens + es = 
pienses 
piens + e = 
piense 
pens + emos = 
pensemos 
pens + éis = 
penséis 
piens + en = 
piensen 


perder (yo pierdo) 
pierdo - o = pierd 


pierd + a = 
pierda 

pierd + as = 
pierdas 
pierd + a = 
pierda 

perd + amos = 
perdamos 
perd + áis = 
perdáis 
pierd + an = 
pierdan 


contar (yo cuento) 
cuento - o = cuent 


cuent + e = 
cuente 
cuent + es = 
cuentes 
cuent + e = 
cuente 
cont + emos = 
contemos 
cont + éis = 
contéis 
cuent + en = 
cuenten 


volver (yo vuelvo) 
vuelvo - o = vuelv 


vuelv +a = 
vuelva 
vuelv + as = 
vuelvas 
vuelv +a = 
vuelva 

volv + amos = 
volvamos 
volv + áis = 
volváis 
vuelv + an = 
vuelvan 


For -ir stem-changing verbs, the 
formula applies except that the 


stem change in the nosotros and 
vosotros forms follows these 
patterns: o:ue verbs change o to u; 
e:ie verbs change e to i; e:i verbs 
change e to i. Study these 
examples: 


dormir (yo duermo) 
duermo - o = duerm 


duerm +a = 
duerma 
duerm + as = 
duermas 
duerm +a = 
duerma 
durm + amos = 
durmamos 
durm + áis = 
durmáis 
duerm + an = 
duerman 


sentir (yo siento) 
siento - o = sient 


sient + a = 
sienta 
sient + as = 
sientas 
sient + a = 
sienta 

sint + amos = 
sintamos 
sint + áis = 
sintáis 
sient + an = 
sientan 


pedir (yo pido) 
pido - o = pid 


pid + a = pida 
pid + as = pidas 
pid + a = pida 
pid + amos = 
pidamos 

pid + áis = 
pidáis 

pid + an = 
pidan 


For verbs that end in -zar, the z 
changes to c when it comes before 
the letter e. 


empezar (e:ie) 


empiece 
empieces 
empiece 
empecemos 
empecéis 
empiecen 


For verbs that end in -ger or -gir, 
the g changes to j when it comes 
before the letter a. 


escoger 


escoja 
escojas 
escoja 
escojamos 
escojáis 
escojan 


elegir (e:i) 


elija 
elijas 
elija 
elijamos 
elijáis 
elijan 


For verbs that end in -guir, the gu 
changes to g when it comes before 
the letter a. 


seguir (e:i) 


siga 
sigas 
siga 
sigamos 
sigáis 
sigan 


For verbs that end in -car, the c 
changes to qu when it comes 
before the letter e. 


buscar 


busque 
busques 
busque 
busquemos 
busquéis 
busquen 


For verbs that end in uir, add the 
letter y before the letter a. 


huir 


huya 
huyas 
huya 
huyamos 
huyáis 
huyan 


Here are the six verbs that are 
irregular in the present 
subjunctive: 


dar - to give 


deis 
den 


estar - to be 


esté 
estés 
esté 
estemos 
estéis 
estén 


haber - to have (auxiliary verb) 


haya 
hayas 
haya 
hayamos 
hayais 
hayan 


ir - to go 


vaya 
vayas 
vaya 
vayamos 
vayais 
vayan 


saber - to know 


sepa 
sepas 
sepa 
sepamos 
sepais 
sepan 


ser - to be 


sea 
seas 
sea 
seamos 
seais 
sean 


The Present Subjunctive: 
Regular Verbs 


The subjunctive is not a tense; 
rather, it is a mood. Tense refers 
when an action takes place (past, 
present, future), while mood 
merely reflects how the speaker 
feels about the action. The 
subjunctive mood is rarely used in 
English, but it is widely used in 
Spanish. 


Use this verb quizzer to practice 
conjugating verbs in the present 
subjunctive. To learn when to use 
the subjunctive, please refer to the 
appropriate exercises in the 
Grammar Tutorial. 


For most verbs, the present 
subjunctive is formed by following 
these three steps: 


1. Start with the yo form of 
the present indicative. 

2. Then drop the -o ending. 

3. Finally, add the following 
endings: 


-ar verbs: 
-ẹ, -eS, -e, - 
emos, -éis, en 


-er and -ir 
verbs: 

-a, -aS, -a, - 
amos, -ais, -an 


Regular -ar verbs like hablar (yo 
hablo). 


hablo - o = habl 


habl + e = 
hable 

habl + es = 
hables 
habl + e = 
hable 

habl + emos = 
hablemos 
habl + éis = 
habléis 
habl + en = 
hablen 


Regular -er verbs like comer (yo 
como). 


como - 0 = com 


com + a= coma 
com + as = 
comas 

com + a= coma 
com + amos = 
comamos 

com + ais = 
comais 

com + an = 
coman 


Regular -ir verbs like vivir (yo 
vivo). 


vivo - 0 = viv 


viv + a = viva 
viv + as = vivas 
viv + a = viva 
viv + amos = 
vivamos 

viv + áis = 
viváis 

viv + an = vivan 


The Present Subjunctive: 
Irregular First Persons 


The subjunctive is not a tense; 
rather, it is a mood. Tense refers 
to when an action takes place 
(past, present, future), while mood 
merely reflects how the speaker 
feels about the action. The 
subjunctive mood is rarely used in 
English, but it is widely used in 
Spanish. 


Use this verb quizzer to practice 
conjugating verbs in the present 
subjunctive. To learn when to use 
the subjunctive, please refer to the 
appropriate exercises in the 
Grammar Tutorial. 


For most verbs, the present 
subjunctive is formed by following 
these three steps: 


1. Start with the yo form of 
the present indicative. 

2. Then drop the -o ending. 

3. Finally, add the following 
endings: 


-ar verbs: 
-@, -eS, -e, - 
emos, -éis, en 


-er and -ir 
verbs: 

-a, -aS, -a, - 
amos, -ais, -an 


This formula works for verbs that 
have irregular "yo" forms in the 
present indicative. Study these 
examples: 


conocer (yo conozco) 
conozco - o = conozc 


conozc + a = 
conozca 
conozc + as = 
conozcas 
conozc + a = 
conozca 
conozc + amos 
= conozcamos 
conozc + ais = 
conozcais 
conozc + an = 
conozcan 


tener (yo tengo) 
tengo - o = teng 


teng +a = 
tenga 

teng + as = 
tengas 

teng +a = 
tenga 

teng + amos = 
tengamos 
teng + áis = 
tengáis 


teng + an = 
tengan 


salir (yo salgo) 
salgo - 0 = salg 


salg + a = salga 
salg + as = 
salgas 

salg + a = salga 
salg + amos = 
salgamos 

salg + ais = 
salgais 

salg + an = 
salgan 


Spanish Commands: Formal 
Commands 


Commands are used when 
ordering, or telling someone to do 
something. This is often referred 
to as the "imperative" form of the 
verb. 


Compre Ud. el 
anillo. 

(You) Buy the 
ring. 


Haga Ud. la 
tarea. 

(You) Do the 
homework. 


Compren Uds. 
los libros. 
(You-all) Buy the 
books. 


Hagan Uds. el 
trabajo. 
(You-all) Do the 
work. 


By now, you are well acquainted 
with the fact that Spanish has both 
a formal and an informal style of 
speech (tu / Ud.). This distinction 
applies to commands. 


Compre Ud. el 
anillo. 

Buy the ring. 
(formal) 


Compra (tu) 
los dulces. 
Buy the candy. 
(familiar) 


Informal, or familiar, speech is 
used among friends, coworkers, 
relatives, or when addressing a 
child. Formal speech is generally 
used to be polite or to express 
respect. For that reason, the 
formal commands are often 
referred to as polite commands. 


The formal commands are formed 
the same way as the present 
subjunctive: 


1. Start with the yo form of 
the present indicative. 

2. Then drop the -o ending. 

3. Finally, add the following 
endings: 


-ar verbs: 
-e (for Ud.), -en 
(for Uds.) 


-er and -ir 
verbs: 

-a (for Ud.), -an 
(for Uds.) 


The following examples of formal 
commands use three regular 
verbs: hablar, comer, and escribir. 


Hable Ud. mas 
lentamente. 
Hablen Uds. 
mas 
lentamente. 
Speak more 
slowly. 


Coma Ud. la 
cena. 

Coman Uds. la 
cena. 

Eat the dinner. 


Escriba Ud. la 
carta. 
Escriban Uds. 
la carta. 

Write the letter. 


Remember, if the first person 

singular (yo) form is irregular, that 
irregularity is carried over into the 
formation of the formal command. 


Tengan Uds. 
un buen viaje. 
(yo tengo) 

Have a good trip. 


Traiga Ud. el 
dinero. (yo 
traigo) 

Bring the money. 


Venga Ud. 
conmigo. (yo 
vengo) 

Come with me. 


This also applies to stem-changing 
verbs. 


Cuente Ud. sus 
beneficios. (yo 
cuento) 

Count your 
blessings. 


Vuelvan Uds. 
pronto. (yo 
vuelvo) 

Return quickly. 


Pida dinero. 
(yo pido) 
Ask for money. 


As with the present subjunctive, 
the following verbs are irregular: 


dar 
dé Ud. 
den Uds. 


estar 
esté Ud. 
estén Uds. 


ir 
vaya Ud. 
vayan Uds. 


ser 
sea Ud. 
sean Uds. 


saber 
sepa Ud. 
sepan Uds. 


Note that affirmative and negative 
commands use the same verb 
forms. 


Hable Ud. 
Speak. 


No hable Ud. 
Don't speak. 


Coma Ud. 
Eat. 


No coma Ud. 
Don't eat. 


Escriba Ud. 
Write. 


No escriba Ud. 
Don't write. 


Also note that the subject 
pronouns Ud. and Uds. may or 
may not be used. Using them adds 
a degree of formality or politeness 
to the command. 


Hable. 
Speak. 


Hable Ud. 
Speak (sir). 
(more respectful) 


Coma. 
Eat. 


Coma Ud. 
Eat (sir). (more 
polite) 


Informal Commands - Tú 
Commands 


In the previous lesson, you learned 
that commands are used when 
ordering, or telling someone to do 
something. This is often referred 
to as the "imperative" form of the 
verb. 


Compra (tu) el 
anillo. 

(You) Buy the 
ring. 


Escribe (tu) la 
tarea. 

(You) Do the 
homework. 


Compra (tu) 
los libros. 
(You) Buy the 
books. 


Come (tu) la 
patata. 
(You) Eat the 
potato. 


Remember that Spanish has both 
a formal and an informal style of 
speech (tu/Ud.). This distinction 
applies to commands. 


Compre Ud. el 
anillo. 

Buy the ring. 
(formal) 


Compra (tu) 
los dulces. 
Buy the candy. 
(familiar) 


Remember, formal speech is 
generally used to be polite or to 
express respect. Informal, or 
familiar, speech is used among 
friends, coworkers, relatives, or 
when addressing a child. 


The affirmative informal (tú) 
commands are formed the same 
way as the present indicative Ud. 
form: 


(hablar -ar + a 
= habla) 
(comer-er+e 
= come) 
(escribir - ir + 
e = escribe) 


Be sure to note that the "tu" 
commands use the usted form, 
not the tu form! 


The following examples of 
commands use three regular 
verbs: hablar, comer, and escribir. 


Habla (tu) mas 
lentamente. 
(You) Speak 
more slowly. 


Come (tú) la 
cena. 

(You) Eat the 
dinner. 


Escribe (tu) la 
carta. 
(You) Write the 
letter. 


Note that the negative informal 
commands use the tu form of the 
present subjunctive. 


No cuentes tus 
beneficios. 
Don't count your 
blessings. 


No hables mas 
lentamente. 
Don't speak 
more slowly. 


Be sure to note that this is the tu 
form! 


Compare the affirmative informal 
(tu) commands with the negative 
informal (tu) commands: 


Cuenta tus 
beneficios. 
Count your 
blessings. 


No cuentes tus 
beneficios. 
Don't count your 
blessings. 


Habla mas 
lentamente. 
Speak more 
slowly. 


No hables mas 
lentamente. 
Don't speak 
more slowly. 


Also note that the subject pronoun 
tu is not normally used with 
imperative form. 


Habla mas 
lentamente. 


(You) Speak 
more slowly. 


Come la cena. 
(You) Eat the 
dinner. 


Escribe la 
carta. 

(You) Write the 
letter. 


Irregular "tú" Commands 


The following eight verbs have 
irregular familiar commands in the 
affirmative: 


decir 

di 
salir 

Sal 
hacer 

haz 


Note that these irregularities only 
occur with affirmative tu 
commands. As with all other verbs, 
to form negative informal 
commands with these verbs, use 
the "tu" form of the present 
subjunctive. 


Di la verdad. 
(Tell the truth.) 
No digas 
mentiras. 
(Don't tell lies.) 


Haz tu tarea. 
(Do your 
homework.) 

No hagas eso. 
(Don't do that.) 


The Future Tense in Spanish 


The future tense is used to tell 
what "will" happen, or what "shall" 
happen. 


| will go to the 
beach next 
month. 


| shall write the 
letter next week. 


But, the future tense is not used 
to express a willingness to do 


something. For this, use the verb 
"querer." 


¿Quieres ira la 
tienda? 

Will you go to 
the store? 


The future tense is also used to 
express wonder or probability in 
the present state. 


¿Quién sera 
ella? 

| wonder who 
she is? (Who 
could she be?) 


Estara 
viajando solo. 
He is probably 
traveling alone. 


For actions that will occur in the 
near future, the present tense is 
more commonly used. 


Esta noche voy 
al cine. 

Tonight I'm 
going to the 
movies. 


Further in the future, use the 
future tense. 


El ano que 
viene iré a 
Espana. 

Next year I'm 
going to Spain. 


Regular verbs in the future tense 
are conjugated by adding the 
following endings to the infinitive 
form of the verb: -é, -as, -a, - 
emos, -éis, -an. 


hablaré 
hablaras 
hablara 
hablaremos 
hablaréis 
hablaran 


There are twelve 
common verbs that are 
irregular in the future 
tense. Their endings 
are regular, but their 
stems change. Since 
the endings are the 
same as all other 
future tense verbs, we 
show only the "yo" 


form, and have put the 
irregular stem in bold. 
We have also grouped 
them according to 
their patterns of 


change. 
poner decir 
caber yo yo diré 
yo cabré pondré 
hacer 
haber salir yo 


yo habré yo saldré haré 


poder tener 

yo podré yo 
tendré 

querer 

yo valer 

querré yo valdré 

saber venir 

yo sabré yo 
vendré 


Note that compound verbs based 
on the irregular verbs inherit the 
same irregularities. Here are a few 
examples: 


desquerer 
yo desquerré 


resaber 
yo resabré 


anteponer 
yo antepondré 


mantener 
yo mantendré 


prevaler 
yo prevaldré 


Spanish Conditional 


Frequently, the conditional is used 
to express probability, possibility, 
wonder or conjecture, and is 
usually translated as would, could, 
must have or probably. 


The student said 
that he would 
study one more 


hour. 
(probability, 
possibility) 


What time could 
it have been? 
(wonder, 
conjecture) 

He must have 
been at home. 
(wonder, 
conjecture) 

We were 


probably busy 
when you called. 
(probability, 
possibility) 


Note: when "would" is used in the 
sense of a repeated action in the 
past, the imperfect is used. 


To conjugate regular -ar, -er and -ir 
verbs in the conditional, simply 
add one of the following to the 
infintive: 


Here are all three 
regular conditional 
verb forms together: 


hablar comer vivir 
hablaría comería viviría 
hablarias comerías vivirías 
hablaría comería viviría 
hablariamo comeriamo viviríamo 
S s S 
hablaríais comeríais viviríais 
hablarían comerían vivirían 


Here are the previous examples, 
translated to Spanish. 


El alumno dijo 
que estudiaría 
una hora más. 
The student said 
that he would 
study one more 
hour. 


¿Qué hora 
sería? 

What time could 
it have been? 


Estaría en su 
casa. 

He must have 
been at home. 


Estaríamos 
ocupados 
cuando 
llamaste. 

We were 
probably busy 
when you called. 


The same twelve 
common verbs that are 
irregular in the future 


tense are also 
irregular in the 
conditional tense. 
Their endings are 
regular, but their 
stems change in the 
same way they change 
in the future tense. 
Because the endings 
are the same as all 
other conditional tense 
verbs, we show only 
the "yo" form, and 
have made the 
irregular stem bold. 
We have also grouped 
them according to 
their patterns of 


change. 
poner decir 
caber yo yo diría 
yo cabria pondria 
hacer 
haber salir yo 


yo habria yo saldria haria 


poder tener 

yo podria yo 
tendria 

querer 

yo valer 


querría yo valdría 


saber venir 
yo sabría yo 
vendría 


Next, let's look at some specific 
uses of the conditional. 


To express 
speculation 
about the past: 


Aquél día 
correrían más 
de veinticinco 
kilómetros. 
That day they 
must have run 
more than 25 
kilometers. 


To express the 
future from 
the 
perspective of 
the past: 


Yo sabía que 
abrirían la 
tienda a las 
siete. 

| knew that they 
would open the 
store at seven 
o'clock. 


To express 
hypothetical 
actions or 
events which 
may or may 
not occur: 


Seria 
interesante 
estudiar chino. 
It would be 
interesting to 
study Chinese. 


To indicate 
what would 
happen were it 
not for some 
certain specific 
circumstance: 


Yo viajaria 
pero no tengo 
dinero. 

| would travel 
but I don't have 
money. 


For polite use 
to soften 
requests: 


Por favor, 
épodria 
decirme a qué 
hora abre la 
gasolinera? 
Could you please 
tell me what 
time the gas 
station opens? 


To ask for 
advice: 


¿Cuál 
compraría Ud.? 
Which one would 
you buy? 


For reported 
speech: 


Juan dijo que 
terminaría el 
trabajo. 

Juan said that he 
would finish the 
work. 


To express 
what would be 
done in a 
particular 
situation: 


¿Hablarías 
inglés en 
España? 

Would you speak 
English in Spain? 


No. Hablaría 
español. 

No. | would 
speak Spanish. 


Let's look at one more use of the 
conditional. 


To express an 
action which is 
contrary to 
fact: 


Si yo tuviera 
tiempo, iria al 
cine esta 
noche. 

If | had time, | 
would go to the 
movies tonight. 


Note: This last example uses a 
verb tense you are not yet familiar 
with -- the imperfect subjunctive 
(tuviera). This topic will be covered 
in depth in a later lesson. 


Finally, a few words need to be 
said to call attention to the 
contrasting uses of the future and 
the conditional. As previously 
stated, the conditional is used for 
conjecture and to express 
probability with regards to a past 
action, as in the following 
example: 


¿Qué hora 
seria? 

What time could 
it have been? 


Serían las 
cinco. 

It was probably 
five o'clock. 


If, however, the conjecture or 
expression of probability is about 
the present, the future tense is 
used: 


¿Qué hora 
sera? 

What time can it 
be? 


Serán las 


cinco. 
It is probably five 
o'clock. 


With regards to reported speech, 
notice that if the main clause is in 
the past, the conditional is used. 


Juan dijo que 
terminaría el 
trabajo. 

Juan said that he 
would finish the 
work. 


But if the main clause is in the 
present, the future is used. 


Juan dice que 
terminará el 
trabajo. 

Juan says that he 
will finish the 
work. 


Present Perfect 


The present perfect is formed by 
combining the auxiliary verb "has" 
or "have" with the past participle. 


| have studied. 
He has written 
a letter to Maria. 
We have been 

stranded for six 

days. 


Because the present perfect is a 
compound tense, two verbs are 

required: the main verb and the 
auxiliary verb. 


I have studied. 
(main verb: 
studied ; 
auxiliary verb: 
have) 


He has written 
a letter to 
Maria. 

(main verb: 
written ; 
auxiliary verb: 
has) 


We have been 
stranded for 
six days. 

(main verb: been 
; auxiliary verb: 
have) 


In Spanish, the present perfect 
tense is formed by using the 
present tense of the auxiliary verb 
"haber" with the past participle. 
Haber is conjugated as follows: 


he 

has 

ha 
hemos 
habéis 
han 


The past participle is formed by 
dropping the infinitive ending and 
adding either -ado for -ar verbs, or 
-ido for -ir and -er verbs. Some 
past participles are irregular. 


The following examples all use the 
past participle for the verb 
"comer." 


(yo) He comido. 
| have eaten. 


(tu) Has 
comido. 
You have eaten. 


(él) Ha comido. 
He has eaten. 


(nosotros) 
Hemos comido. 
We have eaten. 


(vosotros) 
Habéis comido. 
You-all have 
eaten. 


(ellos) Han 
comido. 
They have 
eaten. 


When used as an adjective, the 
past participle changes to agree 
with the noun it modifies. 
However, when used in the perfect 
tenses, the past participle never 
changes. 


Past participle 
used as an 
adjective: 

La cuenta esta 
pagada. 

The bill is paid. 


Past participle 
used in the 
present 
perfect tense: 
He pagado la 
cuenta. 

| have paid the 
bill. 


Here's a couple of more examples: 


Past participle 
used as an 
adjective: 

Las cuentas 
estan pagadas. 


The bills are 
paid. 


Past participle 
used in the 
present 
perfect tense: 
Juan ha pagado 
las cuentas. 

Juan has paid the 
bills. 


Note that when used to form the 
present perfect tense, only the 
base form (pagado) is used. 


Let's look more carefully at the 
last example: 


Juan ha 

pagado las 
cuentas. 

Juan has paid the 
bills. 


Notice that we use "ha" to agree 
with "Juan". We do NOT use "han" 
to agree with "cuentas." The 
auxiliary verb is conjugated for the 
subject of the sentence, not the 
object. Compare these two 
examples: 


Juan ha 

pagado las 
cuentas. 

Juan has paid the 
bills. 


Juan y Maria 
han viajado a 
Espana. 

Juan and Maria 
have traveled to 
Spain. 


In the first example, we use "ha" 
because the subject of the 
sentence is "Juan." In the second 
example, we use "han" because 
the subject of the sentence is 
"Juan y Maria." 


The present perfect tense is 
frequently used for past actions 
that continue into the present, or 
continue to affect the present. 


He estado dos 
semanas en 
Madrid. 

| have been in 
Madrid for two 
weeks. 


Diego ha sido 
mi amigo por 
veinte años. 
Diego has been 
my friend for 20 
years. 


The present perfect tense is often 
used with the adverb "ya". 


Ya han comido. 
They have 
already eaten. 


La empleada 
ya ha limpiado 
la casa. 

The maid has 
already cleaned 
the house. 


The auxiliary verb and the past 
participle are never separated. To 
make the sentence negative, add 
the word "no" before the 
conjugated form of haber. 


(yo) No he 
comido. 
| have not eaten. 


(tú) No has 
comido. 
You have not 
eaten. 


(él) No ha 
comido. 
He has not 
eaten. 


(nosotros) No 
hemos comido. 
We have not 
eaten. 


(vosotros) No 
habéis comido. 
You-all have not 
eaten. 


(ellos) No han 
comido. 

They have not 
eaten. 


Again, the auxiliary verb and the 
past participle are never 
separated. Object pronouns are 
placed immediately before the 
auxiliary verb. 


Pablo le ha 
dado mucho 
dinero a su 
hermana. 

Pablo has given 
a lot of money to 
his sister. 


To make this sentence negative, 
the word "no" is placed before the 
indirect object pronoun (le). 


Pablo no le ha 
dado mucho 
dinero a su 
hermana. 


Pablo has not 
given a lot of 
money to his 
sister. 


With reflexive verbs, the reflexive 
pronoun is placed immediatedly 
before the auxiliary verb. Compare 
how the present perfect differs 
from the simple present, when a 
reflexive verb is used. 


Me cepillo los 
dientes. 
(present) 

| brush my teeth. 


Me he 
cepillado los 
dientes. 
(present perfect) 
| have brushed 
my teeth. 


To make this sentence negative, 
the word "no" is placed before the 
reflexive pronoun (me). 


No me he 
cepillado los 
dientes. 

| have not 
brushed my 
teeth. 


Questions are formed as follows. 
Note how the word order is 
different than the English 
equivalent. 


¿Han salido ya 
las mujeres? 
Have the women 
left yet? 


¿Has probado 
el chocolate 
alguna vez? 
Have you ever 
tried chocolate? 


Here are the same sentences in 
negative form. Notice how the 
auxiliary verb and the past 
participle are not separated. 


¿No han salido 
ya las 
mujeres? 
Haven't the 
women left yet? 


¿No has 
probado el 
chocolate 
ninguna vez? 
Haven't you ever 
tried chocolate? 


The Past Perfect in Spanish 


The past perfect is formed by 
combining the auxiliary verb "had" 
with the past participle. 


| had studied. 
He had written 
a letter to Maria. 
We had been 
stranded for six 
days. 


Because the past perfect is a 
compound tense, two verbs are 
required: the main verb and the 
auxiliary verb. 


I had studied. 
(main verb: 
studied ; 
auxiliary verb: 
had) 


He had written 
a letter to 
Maria. 

(main verb: 
written ; 
auxiliary verb: 
had) 


We had been 
stranded for 
six days. 

(main verb: been 
; auxiliary verb: 
had) 


In Spanish, the past perfect tense 
is formed by using the imperfect 
tense of the auxiliary verb "haber" 
with the past participle. Haber is 
conjugated as follows: 


habia 
habias 
habia 
habiamos 
habiais 
habian 


You have already learned ina 
previous lesson that the past 
participle is formed by dropping 
the infinitive ending and adding 
either -ado or -ido. Remember, 
some past participles are irregular. 
The following examples all use the 
past participle for the verb "vivir." 


(yo) Había 
vivido. 
| had lived. 


(tu) Habias 
vivido. 
You had lived. 


(él) Había 
vivido. 


He had lived. 


(nosotros) 
Habiamos 
vivido. 

We had lived. 


(vosotros) 
Habiais vivido. 
You-all had lived. 


(ellos) Habían 
vivido. 
They had lived. 


When you studied the past 
participle, you practiced using it as 
an adjective. When used as an 
adjective, the past participle 
changes to agree with the noun it 
modifies. However, when used in 
the perfect tenses, the past 
participle never changes. 


Past participle 
used as an 
adjective: 

La puerta esta 
cerrada. 

The door is 
closed. 


Past participle 
used in the 
past perfect 
tense: 

Yo habia 
cerrado la 
puerta. 

| had closed the 
door. 


Here's a couple of more examples: 


Past participle 
used as an 
adjective: 

Las puertas 
estan abiertas.. 
The doors are 
open. 


Past participle 
used in the 
past perfect 
tense: 

Juan habia 
abierto las 
puertas. 

Juan had opened 
the doors. 


Note that when used to form the 
perfect tenses, only the base form 
(abierto) is used. 


Let's look more carefully at the 
last example: 


Juan habia 
abierto las 


puertas. 
Juan had opened 
the doors. 


Notice that we use "había" to 
agree with "Juan". We do NOT use 
"habían" to agree with "puertas." 
The auxiliary verb is conjugated 
for the subject of the sentence, not 
the object. Compare these two 
examples: 


Juan habia 
abierto las 
puertas. 

Juan had opened 
the doors. 


Juan y Maria 
habian puesto 
mucho dinero en 
el banco. 

Juan and Maria 
had put a lot of 
money in the 
bank. 


In the first example, we use 
"habia" because the subject of the 
sentence is "Juan." In the second 
example, we use "habían" because 
the subject of the sentence is 
"Juan y Maria." 


The past perfect tense is used 
when a past action was completed 
prior to another past action. 
Expressions such as "ya", "antes", 
"nunca", "todavia" and "después" 
will often appear in sentences 
where one action was completed 
before another. 


Cuando 
llegaron los 
padres, los 
niños ya 
habian comido. 
When the 
parents arrived, 
the children had 
already eaten. 


Yo habia 
comido antes 
de llamarles. 

| had eaten prior 
to calling them. 


This idea of a past action being 
completed before another past 
action need not always be stated; 
it can be implied. 


Juan habia 
cerrado la 
ventana antes 
de salir. 
(stated) 

Juan had closed 
the window 


before leaving. 


Juan habia 
cerrado la 
ventana. 
(implied) 

Juan had closed 
the window. 


The auxiliary verb and the past 
participle are never separated. To 
make the sentence negative, add 
the word "no" before the 
conjugated form of haber. 


(yo) No habia 
vivido. 
| had not lived. 


(tu) No habias 
vivido. 

You had not 
lived. 


(él) No habia 
vivido. 
He had not lived. 


(nosotros) No 
habiamos 
vivido. 

We had not 
lived. 


(vosotros) No 
habiais vivido. 
You-all had not 
lived. 


(ellos) No 
habian vivido. 
They had not 
lived. 


Again, the auxiliary verb and the 
past participle are never 
separated. Object pronouns are 
placed immediately before the 
auxiliary verb. 


Pablo le habia 
dado mucho 
dinero a su 
hermana. 

Pablo had given 
a lot of money to 
his sister. 


To make this sentence negative, 
the word "no" is placed before the 
indirect object pronoun (le). 


Pablo no le 
habia dado 
mucho dinero a 
su hermana. 
Pablo had not 
given a lot of 
money to his 
sister. 


With reflexive verbs, the reflexive 
pronoun is placed immediatedly 
before the auxiliary verb. Compare 
how the present perfect differs 
from the simple present, when a 
reflexive verb is used. 


Me lavo las 
manos. (present) 
| wash my 
hands. 


Me habia 
lavado las 
manos. (past 
perfect) 

| had washed my 
hands. 


To make this sentence negative, 
the word "no" is placed before the 
reflexive pronoun (me). 


No me habia 
lavado las 
manos. 

| had not washed 
my hands. 


Questions are formed as follows. 
Note how the word order is 
different than the English 
equivalent. 


¿Habían 
llegado ya las 
chicas? 

Had the girls 
arrived yet? 


¿Habías 
probado ya el 
postre? 

Had you tried 
the dessert yet? 


Here are the same questions in 
negative form. Notice how the 
auxiliary verb and the past 
participle are not separated. 


¿No habían 
llegado ya las 
chicas? 

Hadn't the girls 
arrived yet? 


¿No habías 
probado ya el 
postre? 

Hadn't you tried 
the dessert yet? 


Future Perfect in Spanish 


As with the other perfect tenses, 
the future perfect is formed by 
combining the auxiliary verb 
"haber" with the past participle. In 


this case, "haber" is conjugated in 
the future tense. 


habré 
habrás 
habrá 
habremos 
habréis 
habrán 


The future perfect tense is used to 
describe what will have 
happened in the future before a 
different action takes place, or by 
a specific time. 


| will have 
studied before | 
take the test. 

He will have 
completed the 
task by six 
o'clock. 


Remember, some past participles 
are irregular. Also remember that 
the past participle never changes 
form in the perfect tenses. 


(yo) Habré 
escrito el libro 
antes del año 
nuevo. 

| will have 
written the book 
before the new 
year. 


(tu) gHabras 
comprado una 
casa en un 
año? 

Will you have 
bought a house 
in a year? 


(él) Habrá 
pagado todas 
las deudas 
para el dos de 
octubre. 

He will have paid 
all the debt by 
October 2. 


(nosotros) 
Habremos 
vuelto de 
España para el 
doce de junio. 
We will have 
returned from 
Spain by June 
12. 


(vosotros) Para 
cuando Juan 
llegue, 
vosotros ya 
habréis salido. 
By the time Juan 
arrives, you-all 


will already have 
left. 


(ellos) Para 
cuando María 
vuelva, ellos 
ya habrán 
comido. 

By the time 
Maria returns, 
they will have 
already eaten. 


The auxiliary verb and the past 
participle are never separated. To 
make the sentence negative, add 
the word "no" before the 
conjugated form of haber. 


(yo) No habré 
comido. 

| will not have 
eaten. 


(tú) No habrás 
leído el libro. 
You will not have 
read the book. 


(él) No habrá 
escrito la 
carta. 

He will not have 
written the 
letter. 


(nosotros) No 
habremos 
aprendido 
nada. 

We will not have 
learned 
anything. 


(vosotros) No 
habréis 
dormido. 
You-all will not 
have slept. 


(ellos) No 
habrán 
llegado. 
They will not 
have arrived. 


Again, the auxiliary verb and the 
past participle are never 
separated. Object pronouns are 
placed immediately before the 
auxiliary verb. 


Pablo le habrá 
dado un regalo 
a su esposa. 
Pablo will have 
given a gift to 
his wife. 


To make this sentence negative, 
the word "no" is placed before the 
indirect object pronoun (le). 


Pablo no le 
habra dado 
ningun regalo 
a su esposa. 
Pablo will not 
have given a gift 
to his wife. 


With reflexive verbs, the reflexive 
pronoun is placed immediatedly 
before the auxiliary verb. Compare 
how the present perfect differs 
from the simple present, when a 
reflexive verb is used. 


Me lavo las 
manos. 
(present) 

| wash my 
hands. 


Me habré 
lavado las 
manos. (future 
perfect) 

| will have 
washed my 
hands. 


To make this sentence negative, 
the word "no" is placed before the 
reflexive pronoun (me). 


No me habré 
lavado las 
manos. 

| will not have 
washed my 
hands. 


Questions are formed as follows. 


éHabran 
llegado ya las 
chicas? 

Will the girls 
have arrived? 


éHabras 
comido ya? 
Will you have 
already eaten? 


Here are the same questions in 
negative form. Notice how the 
auxiliary verb and the past 
participle are not separated. 


éNo habran 
llegado ya las 
chicas? 

Will the girls not 
have already 
arrived? 


éNo habras 
comido ya? 

Will you not have 
already eaten? 


